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Anger in Action!
One of the speakers at the
rally in Providence, Darren
Wells, wrote about
connecting with his anger as
a speaker at the RI rally.
Following is an excerpt.

 “…About two minutes before
it was my turn to speak, it
dawned on me: I'm going to
be coming out as HIV+ on TV.
Now, it might not seem logical
for me to be nervous about
that, given that I go to schools
all the time and do the same
thing…This was different. This
was in the context of being
confrontational. It's unfamiliar
territory for me, being in
someone's face, and bringing
such a personal aspect of
myself into that was, well, kind
of frightening. I said
something along these lines:

‘I coordinate the Speakers
Bureau at AIDS Project Rhode
Island; we go out into schools
and other venues and talk to
people about what it's like
living with HIV. The most
common misperception that I
come across is that HIV is no
big deal anymore; you can
just take a pill! [crowd mutters
angrily] Now, since I address
mostly high school students,
maybe it's understandable
that teenagers would have
this attitude. But I find it
alarming that our own
Department of Health seems
to be laboring under this
same  misperception!’

 “That was the part where the
crowd kind of went crazy
cheering me, and it took me
by surprise. (Cont. pg. 2)

Your Tax Dollars Not  At Work

2007 kicked off with an upswing of AIDS activism. People with HIV
and their allies are waking up screaming in the nightmare of six
years under President Bush’s policies of tax breaks for the wealthy
and corporate welfare. From the delayed federal Minority AIDS
Initiative funding that is threatening small organizations serving
people of color around the country, to the redistribution of
insufficient funds under the newly reauthorized Ryan White CARE
Act, to the mess of prevention promises from an Administration
that censors education, there’s plenty to shout out about.

Our allies at Philadelphia FIGHT and ACT UP Philly protested (and
successfully reversed!) the proposed cuts to Project TEACH, one of
Philly’s most respected PWA programs; the South Carolina
Campaign to End AIDS staged a rally on the steps of their State
House to demand funding for AIDS drugs, where five people have
died while on the waiting list; ACT UP New York held its 20th

Anniversary demonstration to kick off a new campaign to
demand universal healthcare for all and drug price controls; and
in Providence, CHAMP, AIDS Care Ocean State, AIDS Project
Rhode Island, Sojourner House and others held a rally inside the
State Capitol to fight off proposed budget cuts.

CHAMP learned from the RI Poverty Institute that the state gives
away of over $1 million a year by not taxing rich people’s private
jets -- and that’s the amount of the proposed AIDS program cuts.
So we made paper airplanes out of fake Rhode Island money
and flew them off the balcony inside the State rotunda during the
rally to show that funds are being thrown away while programs
are slashed. Is your state throwing away tax revenue instead of
funding AIDS services? AIDS activists can join up with local
grassroots and anti-poverty policy organizations to look for
compelling data and new demo ideas – let us know if we can
help make the connections!
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(from pg. 1)
“One of the things that started to tie my stomach
in knots before it was my turn to speak was the
realization that this was a rally, that people came
to channel their anger and frustration into a
public action, and part of my job was to stir the
pot. I've never done that before, at least not
intentionally, and while there are areas of my
experience that overlap this one, it's still a new
experience, and the first time for anything always
makes me anxious”

“It was maybe the first time (that I can remember, anyway) where I had the experience of the
energy of an audience feeding me. I felt myself tapping into my own anger about that, about
how so many people who are barely making it are going to be dealt a pretty crippling blow
when their pain medication goes away, or their psych meds, or their case management, or their
heat gets turned off in winter because the emergency fund (which is already a joke) doesn't
exist anymore... and the experience surprised me. Not only was it perhaps an effective
technique for public speaking at a rally, but it was something I have rarely allowed myself to do
even in day-to-day conversation. It's usually too scary for me to connect with my anger about
anything, and maybe that was the real source of my nervousness. I've only occasionally
connected with my anger, and usually it gets poured into writing; rarely it gets channeled into
speech, and never has it happened for such a large audience. In a nutshell? That was the most
powerful part of the day for me.”

You can read more about Darren’s experience at http://roosterbear.livejournal.com/668045.html#cutid1

CHAMP in the News

"I'm sad to say that my president's talk on AIDS in these speeches does not translate
into dollars, and certainly hasn't brought any decline in the number of

new HIV infections in the U.S.,"
— Judith Dillard, CHAMP Board member, commenting on Bush’s

State of the Union Speech in the Bay Area Reporter 1.25.2007

“It’s shocking, really. That’s $30 million a year whether any state qualifies or not... that
money could, effectively, be wasting away in the Treasury Department.”

— Sean Barry, Director of Policy, commenting on federal legislation that will take
away already scarce funding for prevention programs, Raw Story, 3.02.07

 “ It would be a disservice to rapidly screen adolescents [for HIV] without assessing
their risk and assuring that they understand the consequences for their home life and

insurance access, which is dependent on their parents,''
— Julie Davids, CHAMP Executive Director, Bloomberg News, 12.20.06
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Research Advocacy for HIV Prevention: Skills and Challenges for AIDS Activists

As the Oscars rolled out the red carpet in Los Angeles this February, CHAMP held our own
special event in Hollywood: a two-day training and strategy meeting on ramping up HIV
prevention research activism. The event drew together over 100 activists, researchers, policy
advocates, and community organizers from around the country. You can read the full
proceedings and see all the power points at www.champnetwork.org. Besides meeting lots of
fantastic people and hearing lots of interesting presentations and discussions, CHAMP is re-
energized and building a new network of prevention research activists to roll up our sleeves to
take on the challenge – if that sounds good to you, contact Sarah at showell@champnetwork.org
to get info on the next round of training and strategizing.

We would like to thank our co-sponsors for planning the agenda and coordinate presenters,
and foundations for providing us with scholarship funding so that more activists could come to
the training: amfAR (the Foundation for AIDS Research), AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition,
Black AIDS Institute, John M. Lloyd Foundation, L.A. Gay and Lesbian Center, MAC AIDS Fund,
San Francisco AIDS Foundation, Michael Palm Basic Science, Vaccines & Prevention Project of
the Treatment Action Group, and the UCLA AIDS Institute.
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What’s Up @ CHAMP!

1.23.07 – CHAMP Academy started the new year with a teleconference training on HIV
Prevention in Prisons & Jails. Over 100 people dialed in to learn about this issue, which has gain
traction in Congress through two separate bills, and to share ideas from across the country.

1.30.07 – CHAMP pulled together AIDS Care Ocean State, AIDS Project RI, Sojourner House,
PRYSM, the Olneyville Neighborhood Association, Jobs With Justice, and SeaQuel to stage a rally
at the State Capitol to stop drastic funding cuts for programs that Rhode Islanders living with
HIV/AIDS rely on to survive.

2.01-02. 2007 – CHAMP staff Sarah Howell and Sean Barry presented two workshops on research
advocacy and social marketing at the 2nd National Conference on methamphetamine, HIV,
and Hepatitis in Salt Lake City, Utah.

2.03.07 – Sean Barry and CHAMPster Waheedah Shabazz presented a workshop on media
messaging and framing at the Student Global AIDS Campaign Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C.

2.06.07 – CHAMP Academy’s second teleconference training featured staffer Lei Chou on the
ins and outs of On-line AIDS Activism.

2.09.07 – Our second year of the Prevention Justice Partnership (PJP) launched with the first
quarterly training with the AIDS Task Force of Greater Cleveland. The group will be working with
CHAMP to expand their groundbreaking work against abstinence-only funding.

2.22.07 – Another PJP site kicked off in New York City, where we are partnering with the HIV Law
Project’s Center for Women’s Organizing, where women living with HIV are investigating three
possible campaign issues: safeguard informed consent for HIV testing, comprehensive sex ed in
schools, and microbicide research.

3.03.07 – Next up is our PJP partner in Atlanta, where we are working with HealthSTAT, Atlanta
Harm Reduction Coalition, and Positive Impact on a campaign to legalize syringe exchange in
the stomping grounds of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention.

3.10.07 – Sean Barry went home to Washington, D.C. to lead a training on community organizing
and mobilization for current drug users and harm reduction workers at PreventionWorks!, the
syringe exchange program in our nation’s capitol (which has the highest rate of HIV in the
nation.)

3.14.07 – CHAMP intern Josh Thomas and staffer Lei Chou presented “Charm School for
Activists” at the LGBTI Health Summit in Philadelphia. This training was organized by CHAMP’s
founding boardmember Chris Bartlett, along with CHAMP ally Jim Pickett of LifeLube, and
transgender health insurance advocate Andre Wilson from Michigan.

3.22.07 – CHAMP co-sponsored a congressional briefing on evidence-based HIV prevention with
Gay Men’s Health Crisis, Harm Reduction Coalition, SIECUS, The AIDS Institute, AIDS Project Los
Angeles, NAPWA, & the AIDS Foundation of Chicago in Washington, DC.

3.23.07 – We welcomed back University of Maryland’s Alternative Spring Break students for the
second time and did a workshop on campaign planning in our NYC office.

3.23.07 – CHAMP NY member Kim Sue facilitated a panel “Learning Curves: Sexual Health and
Communities of Color” with Edd Lee, Miriam Perez, & Tiffany Jules, at the Facing Race
Conference organized by Applied Research Center in NYC.
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CHAMP NY COMMUNITY FORUM REPORTS

February 13, 2007 – Our forum series held at the
LGBT Community Center in NY continued in 2007
with “Black Gay Men and HIV: Next Steps in
Research, Advocacy and Activism”. Presenters
included Robert K. Burns of the Mazzoni Center &
Philadelphia Black Gay Men’s Leadership
Council, Dr. Mindy Fullilove of  Columbia
University, Mark McLaurin of the New York State
Black Gay Network, Greg Millett  from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, and
moderator Anthony Morgan of the New York
State Black Gay Network

March 06, 2007 – Gender Spectrum,
Gendered Epidemic: The impact of
sexism and gender discrimination on
women, gay and transgender people
in the HIV epidemic Presenters Melissa
Hope Ditmore from Network of Sex
Work Projects, Kenyon Farrow, a Board
Member of Queers for Economic
Justice, Tracie Gardner from Women’s
Initiative to Stop HIV (WISH-NY) - Legal Action Center, and Bali White from Columbia University,
Sylvia Rivera Law Project. The panel was moderated by: Jalan Washington from Advocates for
Youth, Harlem Health Promotion Center

All presentation notes and power point slides of this forum series are available on our website at:
http://www.champnetwork.org/index.php?name=CHAMPNY_Forum

Break A Leg, Sonny! & Don’t forget us little people!

It is with great sadness CHAMP is announcing that Sonny
Suchdev, or community organizer extraordinaire, is
leaving us. However, our sadness is tinged with great
excitement for Sonny, because his band OUTERNATIONAL
is flying out to LA to record their first album, produced by
Tom Morello of Rage Against the Machine! From
organizing the C2EA Nor’easter caravan and keeping the
home fire burning with weekly CHAMP New York
meetings, to pulling off the master feat of making our
community forums such a success, Sonny is a true leader
who knows how to get people involved. He is already a
rock star in our book. We miss you already! You can get a
sampling of Sonny’s music at www.outernational.net
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BIG Thanks to Ida Susser and Peter Parisi for opening their
home in December for a house party for CHAMP, where
we raised more than $15,000 dollars! Our gratitude also

go to the Host Committee for the party:
Shanti Avrigan, Sam Avritt, Dana-Ain Davis, Donna

Futterman, David Gold, Lorna Gottesman, Julia
Greenberg, Esther Kaplan, Naomi Long, Jeff Maskovsky,

Loring McAlpin, Kevin McCarthy, Mark McLaurin, Ruth
Messinger, Peter Parisi, Jane Silver, Sue Simon, Peter

Staley, Ida Susser, and Susan Wolfson

 Thank You, Our Individual Donors!
Jeanne Bergman, Julia Bryan-Wilson, Elizabeth Castelli,

Jeremy Chatzky, Maxwell Ciardullo, Marcia Collins,
Michael Cowing, Aniruddha Das, Paul Davis, Dana M.

Davis, Anna Forbes, Donna Futterman, David Gold, Addie
Guttag, David Julian Hodges, Esther Kaplan, James

Learned, Kenneth Lin, Lola Maskovsky, Patricia Mathews-
Salazar, Loring McAlpin, Kevin McCarthy, Kelly McGowan,

Dr. Theresa Mueller, Catherine Olufs, Peter Parisi, Ann
Pellegrini, Brette Popper, Maura Riordan, Matthew Ruben,
Deborah Schwartz, David Sellers, Bob Sigmond, Jennifer

Solar, Peter Staley, Barbara Strauss, Dina Suggs,
Architectural Systems, Maya Valladares, Enid Vazquez,

Steven Weisman, Susan Wolfson

And our Amazing Monthly Sustainers:
Chris Bartlett, Amadee Braxton, Ed Davids, Paul Feldman,
Emily Nepon, Billy Pick, Jim Pickett, Michael Shriver, April

Smith, Dan Wohlfeiler

We would also like to thank the Gesso Foundation,
Ittleson Foundation, MAC Fund, Ms. Foundation for
Women, NYC AIDS Fund, & the Sonya Staff Foundation for
their recent grants and continuing support!

HELP SUPPORT CHAMP!
Your contributions to CHAMP are essential in
maintaining and expanding our work. As an

organization that does not accept pharmaceutical
industry or government funding, individuals are

crucial in providing support to reaching our goals.
Contributions to CHAMP are tax-deductible.

Donating is easy -- just go to our website:
http://www.champnetwork.org/index.php?name=support

THANKS!
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