[image: image1.png]‘ HAMP Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project p.212.937.7955 £.401.633.7793
32 Broadway, Suite 1801, New York, NY 10004 | www.champnetwork.org






February 26, 2007

Dear CROI planning committee and staff,

We are a group of concerned community activists and organizations writing to follow up on a letter submitted last year to the CROI staff that received no response.  The letter requested additional scholarships be added for HIV prevention community educators. We ask that this year, our proposal will be reviewed and addressed in time to make changes before next year's conference.

CROI has been a venue for the presentation of breaking and contextualized data, but also a fertile setting for cross-disciplinary exchange. Once again, there is increased attention to prevention research in this year's conference. We trust that this shared emphasis will continue in the coming years- reflecting emerging approaches that bridge prevention and treatment, articulating the role of basic and clinical sciences in the next generation of prevention strategies, and highlighting the critical work going on in this field.

Over the past years, the participation of community treatment educators in CROI has enhanced our ability to share vital information with communities and to enhance the involvement of all stakeholders in the conference.

We commend CROI for taking measures to increase international community-based treatment educators and investigator participation in the conference to broaden dialogue and approaches in resource-limited settings. Similarly, we believe that it is now important to enhance the participation of community-based educators who focus on prevention research and education.

We are making the following requests for your consideration:

1) Add 5 full and 15 partial scholarships for prevention community educators who fit the criteria for CROI scholarship consideration, but who focus on prevention in addition to, or instead of, treatment.

       2) 
Add language specific to prevention education and research to the call for scholarship recipients

2) Ensure that the community liaison subcommittee includes members who focus on HIV prevention research and education.

In the past year, the importance of community involvement in HIV prevention research has been underscored by a myriad of complications, and in some cases closures of clinical trials.  Now more than ever, scientists and community educators must engage in the tough conversations to ensure HIV prevention research continues to move forward with scientific and ethical rigor. 

For the first time in recent history, there are a range of AIDS community organizations building the capacity of community members to understand prevention research, bridge prevention and treatment efforts, and enhance community involvement in planning and conduct of prevention clinical research. Inclusion of informed and trained prevention-focused community members along with community-based treatment educators will contribute vital new voices to the CROI conferences in the years to come. 

In HIV research and the provision of prevention and care around the world, a consensus has emerged: prevention and treatment are complementary and necessary components of an effective and comprehensive response to HIV, and should not be pitted against one another. This year's CROI content is a clear contribution to this important consensus.

We urge you to add community prevention scholarships starting next year.

Sincerely,

Julie Davids, Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP), on behalf of:

Organizations:

ACT UP Philadelphia

AIDS Foundation of Chicago

AIDS InfoNet

AIDS Treatment Advocates’ Coalition (ATAC) 

AIDS Treatment News

AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC)

amfAR: the Foundation for AIDS Research 

Black AIDS Institute

Blueprint on Action for Women and HIV/AIDS

Canadian Treatment Action Council

Center for Health Justice

The Center for AIDS Information and Advocacy

Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP)

European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG)

Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC)

Harm Reduction Coalition

Health GAP (Global Access Project) 

HIV Medicine Association (HIVMA)

HIV Scotland

International Rectal Microbicide Working Group

The Nigeria HIV, Vaccine and Microbicide Advocacy Group (NHVMAG)

New Mexico AIDS InfoNet

Project Inform

San Francisco AIDS Foundation

Test Positive Aware Network (TPAN)

Treatment Action Group 

UK Coalition of People Living with HIV/AIDS 

Voices of Positive Action

Waverly Cares

The Well Project

Current and former members of the Community Liaison Subcommittee 

Julie Davids

Lynda Dee

Mark Harrington

Michael Marco

Bob Munk

Billy Pick

Jeff Schouten

Matt Sharp
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