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Unlocking HIV Prevention:

Using Research as an Advocacy Tool to Confront HIV and Imprisonment
Thursday, September 25, 2008

9:30am-5pm

AGENDA
Welcome and Introduction – James Learned, Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project
Untied Tongues, Unshackled Bodies: Why HIV, Imprisonment & Research Matter

· Kenyon Farrow, Queers for Economic Justice 
This presentation will lay the historical and theoretical framework for why massive imprisonment and HIV are linked. It will also cover why this research matters to the world and on the eve of the Critical Resistance Conference.

Imprisonment, Community Stability and HIV: Exploring the Links
· Sharif Sawires, UCLA Program in Global Health

The presentation will explore the relationship between the twin epidemics of mass imprisonment and HIV risk in communities that shoulder the greatest burden of both. The talk will review structural targets for reducing the United States’ over-reliance on imprisonment and outline a conceptual framework for understanding the long-term impact on individuals, families and the communities in which they reside.

Click here to view Sharif’s slides.

How to Reduce Imprisonment's Impact on the HIV Epidemic... The Need for Structural Interventions
– Walt Senterfitt, Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project
Attaining high-quality health care and a full range of prevention services inside jails and prisons is a critical goal, as is providing seamless and effective re-entry support. But these are not enough. This talk will review possible structural interventions to reduce mass imprisonment, how they might impact vulnerable communities, and how they can be mounted and evaluated.

Click here to view Walt’s slides.

Project UNSHACKLE – Confronting HIV and Mass Imprisonment: An Organizing Toolkit
· Laura McTighe, Director of Project UNSHACKLE
Laura will discuss the scope of Project UNSHACKLE’s work, the contents of the Organizing Toolkit, and strategies for supporting organizations in taking on campaigns at the intersection of HIV and imprisonment.

Click here to view Laura’s slides,
Mass Imprisonment: A Public Health Disaster
· Laura Magnani, American Friends Service Committee

This presentation will help contextualize the health issues within the prison industrial complex. What are the forces that have to be reckoned with in addressing communicable infections in the prison setting? How can we address issues of mass imprisonment that inhibit our ability to deliver health care? Is the prison system’s immunity to change symptomatic of the immune system deficiencies we face with the HIV pandemic?

Panel: Linking Advocacy Campaigns with Research
Panelists:

· Laura Magnani

· Laura McTighe
· Walt Senterfitt
Facilitator: Kenyon Farrow

This brief panel discussion will allow institute participants to ask further question of the speakers, each of whom will have presented earlier in the day.

Panel: Research and Advocacy Within Our Communities
Panelists:

· Jessica Fields, San Francisco State University

· Loren Jones, WORLD

· Waheedah Shabazz-El, Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project
· Mary Sylla, Center for Health Justice
Facilitator: James Learned

These community advocates will briefly describe the work they’re doing and have done in the community around issues of HIV and imprisonment, followed by a panel discussion that will include questions from and discussion with the institute participants.

Where Do We Go From Here?
· Group Discussion – Kenyon Farrow

Evaluations & Closing – James Learned and Waheedah Shabazz-El

Many thanks to Applied Research Center for generously allowing us the use of their space for today’s institute!
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Jessica Fields Ph.D. is an Associate Professor of Sociology at San Francisco State University, where she is also the Interim Director of the Public Research Institute and a Research Associate at the Center for Research on Gender and Sexuality. In all of her work, Professor Fields is interested in the potential for research and education to promote social justice and to challenge sexual, race, and gender inequalities.

In her most recent work, Professor Fields leads a participatory action research study of HIV education and imprisoned women of color in San Francisco County Jail 8 (CJ8). Her co-investigator on the project is Isela González, Counseling, Testing, and Linkages Coordinator of the SF Forensic AIDS Project. Other team members include recently and currently incarcerated women of color from CJ8 and SFSU undergraduate and graduate student researchers. In 2008, Professor Fields published her first book, Risky Lessons: Sex Education and Social Inequality (Rutgers UP). Fields is board president of Health Initiatives for Youth, a San Francisco-based community organization whose mission is to improve the health and well-being of young people by empowering them through education, advocacy and leadership opportunities.
Kenyon Farrow is the National Public Education Director of Queers for Economic Justice, and a Fellow with the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute. Kenyon has been an organizer, media & public education strategist around such issues as HIV/AIDS, prisons, policing, anti-queer violence, and racial and economic justice with the New York State Black Gay Network, FIERCE! and Critical Resistance. He is the co-editor of "Letters From Young Activists: Today's Rebels Speak Out" (Nation Books 2005) and the forthcoming "A New Queer Agenda" (NYU Press), and blogs at www.kenyonfarrow.com.

Loren Jones is a 55-year-old African American woman, currently working as an Educational Peer Advocate with Women Organized to Respond to Life-Threatening Disease (WORLD) and board member for Cal-Pep (California Education and Prevention Program). She volunteers with Justice Now (Prison Health Care Advocate). Loren is also currently involved as an advocate with the Positive Women's Network, an organization designed to give women with HIV/AIDS more of

a voice nationally in prevention, social justice and policy issues. Loren also worked with the former HIV/AIDS in Prison Project through Catholic Charities in Oakland, California. She has been living with HIV for 21 years.

James Learned is CHAMP’s Director of Programs. He’s been an advocate for HIV treatment access and health education since his involvement with ACT UP New York in the late 80s and early 90s. From 2000 through mid-2005, he was Director of Treatment Education at AIDS Community Research Initiative of America (ACRIA) where he developed and implemented HIV and hepatitis C education programs for consumers and service providers, creating curricula and conducting trainings for people with HIV and/or viral hepatitis, clinicians, and non-medical service providers and edited ACRIA Update. He’s written extensively about HIV and viral hepatitis for community-based publications and websites.

In 1997, James co-founded the Hepatitis C Action & Advocacy Coalition (HAAC), the national advocacy group dedicated to providing accurate and honest information to people with hepatitis C. As a consultant with the New York State AIDS Institute, he helped develop, write, and conduct multi-day trainings across the country for medical and service providers working in HIV/AIDS, corrections, public health, and drug treatment programs.

Previously, he worked with the People with AIDS Health Group, the underground buyers club, bringing medications into the U.S. from Mexico and other countries to treat AIDS-related opportunistic infections. At the Health Group, he provided intensive HIV treatment education at AIDS service organizations, drug treatment programs, and syringe exchange sites, and initiated and supported HIV and hepatitis C advocacy campaigns

Laura Magnani is Assistant Regional Director for Justice for the American Friends Service Committee, Pacific Mountain Region. Most of her work, going back to the 70s, has been in the area of criminal justice. From 1971-1979 she was the lobbyist for the Friends Committee on Legislation in Sacramento, California, working on a broad range of issues including equal rights, housing, criminal justice, and militarism. She is author of America’s First Penitentiary: A Two Hundred Year Old Failure (2000), and Beyond Prisons: A New Interfaith Paradigm for Our Failed Prison System (2006, Augsburg/Fortress Press), that analyzes the racial, social and economic underpinnings of the criminal justice system and explores new models of justice. The book also puts forth a 12-point plan for incremental change. She was a member of a faith-based “affinity group,” from 1982-2004, reflecting and acting primarily on peace issues. She has a BA from the University of California (1971) in Ethnic Studies, an MA from the Pacific School of Religion (1982) in Religion and Society, and is currently adjunct faculty at Starr King School for the Ministry. She is a member of Berkeley Friends Meeting.
Laura McTighe MTS is the former director of prison services for Philadelphia FIGHT, where she spent five years living and working alongside people with HIV who are formerly imprisoned. With her dear friend, John Bell, she coordinated TEACH Outside, a community organizing program designed to support people through the difficult transition home and build their leadership in movements to end the AIDS epidemic and transform the criminal justice system. She has had the privilege of mentoring and collaborating with TEACH Outside graduates in local activist work to address prison health care policies, post-imprisonment restrictions, and the ever-fraying networks of community support.

In her research and organizing work, Laura continues to focus on building community-led responses for addressing the HIV and imprisonment crises. She recently completed her Masters of Theological Studies at Harvard Divinity School, where she combined work in liberation theology and storytelling to speak to the vigor and imagination that persist in the midst of suffering. Now back in Philadelphia, Laura is excited to be working with Project UNSHACKLE in the production of a national toolkit to support community organizing at the intersection of HIV and imprisonment. She is also nearing completion of a manuscript exploring HIV/AIDS, gender justice and economic justice through the stories of Muslim women living with HIV. 

Sharif Sawires MA is Senior Infectious Disease Policy Analyst for the Program in Global Health, at UCLA. Over the last 15 years Sharif has been involved in projects that exam the social and biomedical factors influencing sexually transmitted infections (STI). Sharif has worked with treatment adherence issues among urban marginally housed, mentally ill, and intravenous drug users that are HIV positive. He spent several years with the National Institutes of Health HIV Prevention Trials Network working on prevention of maternal to child HIV transmission studies and with HIV serodiscordant partners in South America and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Most recently Sharif coordinates a Voluntary Counseling and Testing Protocol with Makerere University in Uganda and is leading an international collaborative initiative on gender and HIV in the Middle East and North Africa. Sharif's most recent writing has been on: Direct Observation Therapy (DOT) of antiretroviral medications in resource poor countries, male circumcision and sexually transmitted disease prevention in Sub-Saharan Africa, global detention and HIV, the impact of incarceration on community stability and STI risk behaviors, global detention centers and infectious disease, and social justice and health. He is currently working on a manuscript on gender and HIV in the Middle East and North Africa. Sharif holds a BS in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics from UCLA and a MA from the UCLA Ralph Bunche Center for African American Studies. 

Walt Senterfitt Ph.D., MPH, RN. is a board member of CHAMP, and an epidemiologist living and working in Los Angeles. He currently administers an Institutional Review Board and serves as the Compliance Officer for the protection of the rights of human subjects in research at the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. Walt has specialized in HIV prevention epidemiology since completing his graduate studies at the University of Massachusetts and UCLA schools of public health. Walt has been an activist for social justice for almost 50 years, since organizing his first demonstration against racial injustice as a high school student in the segregated small-town South. In his work life, he has been a civil rights and community organizer, a school teacher and administrator, a registered nurse, a labor union and socialist political organizer before he returned to graduate school in epidemiology at age 45. He has been active in the HIV/AIDS movement for 20 years, as part of ACT UP and as president of Being Alive: the People with HIV/AIDS Action Coalition of Los Angeles, and as a member of various community advisory boards to HIV research and service institutions.

Waheedah Shabazz-El, a 55-year-old African American Muslim woman, is a Community Organizer and Trainer with the Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP). Waheedah is a retired Postal Worker who was diagnosed with AIDS in 2003. Since her diagnosis, she has become a fervent member of the social justice movement and an AIDS activist, advocate, educator and community organizer. Certified in HIV prevention, she is also an organizer and spokesperson for ACT-UP Philadelphia. Waheedah is a graduate of Project TEACH Outside and Project TEACH, educational advocacy programs at Philadelphia Fight. She is employed by Philadelphia Fight as an HIV counselor and tester and volunteers as a peer educator. She is an organizer for the Philadelphia County Coalition for Prison Health-Care, an editor of Prison Health newsletter, and a member of the PRHCN (Prison Re-Entry Health-Care Network). She is also a member of the Ryan White Positive Committee for Philadelphia’s Office of HIV Planning. 

Waheedah took an HIV test during a six-month incarceration in 2003. At that time, she learned that she was not only HIV positive but also had AIDS. Not knowing where to turn, Shabazz-El was led to ACT-UP Philadelphia. She had heard about a group who fought for dignity for people living with AIDS. Shabazz-El found that dignity at ACT-UP as well as the strength and empowerment she needed to understand that she could make a difference by being vocal about HIV and raising awareness in her own community and ultimately around the world.


Waheedah is currently the sole community representative on the HPTN 064 Protocol Team, which is in the process of developing an HIV prevention clinical trial targeting women at risk in the United States. She is the Community Constituency Representative for the INSIGHT Clinical Trials Network at Temple University Hospital and serves as Vice Chair of the Penn Center for AIDS Research Community Advisory Board. She is also a member of the National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA). 

She remains closely allied with local schools, faith-based groups, county prisons, homeless shelters, recovery houses and abused women’s programs, where she shares her life experiences and teaches HIV prevention. She advocates for national and international marginalized communities. Waheedah resides in the Overbrook section of Philadelphia. Recently widowed, Waheedah is the mother of three adults and has four teenage grandchildren, all of whom support her role as a community advocate who offers a glimmer of hope to the many people on whom the struggle has taken its toll.

Mary Sylla, JD, MPH, is the Policy & Advocacy Director of the Center for Health Justice. She founded the organization as CorrectHELP in 2000, having worked as a staff attorney at AIDS Project Los Angeles, and the ACLU of Southern California. She became interested in the issues of HIV+ prisoners, and HIV prevention in jails and prisons and founded Center for Health Justice to address the unmet needs of this population in Los Angeles.
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