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Is CHAMP changing our fashion sense to serve as decoys at
AIDS protestsg Or are we just dizzy from holding our breath
waiting for any news that the tide of new HIV infection might
finally be abated, despite government Just Say No policies?

Well, no. We're as fashionable (or not) as ever, but we're also
plunging into advocacy for a new generation of potential HIV
prevention options. So CHAMP is putting the word out on the
latest, and perhaps most controversial, biomedical prevention
intervention being studied, Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, or PrEP.

PrEP studies are evaluating if antiretrovirals once a day (either
tenofivir or Truvada) would decrease a person’s chance of
getting HIV.... An intriguing concept that also raises a lot of
questions, but the answers to many of the questions can only
be found in well-designed, large and long clinical trials.

To separate known facts from wishful thinking, we put out a
consensus statement at the Retrovirus Conference, calling for
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CHAMPsters IN THE NEWS

"The bottom line is that African-
Americans have been left out of
this study fo make the drug look
good, ..My community needs
equal access to early research so
we can find treatments that work
for us, not just a few token people
brought in later for the high dose
arm to try to cover up this racist
exclusion."

— 3.30.2006, CHAMP Board
member Judith Dillard quoted in
a Star Ledger story on the
Schering- Plough's exclusion of
African Americans in a Hepatitis
C freatment trial.
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"We should have condoms on
demand. I'm not promoting sex.
I'm not promoting sex among
teens. I'm not promoting sex in
jails. But I have enough sense fo
recognize that sex is going on!
Fifteen million deaths. Twenty five
million new infections. You do the
math!"

— 6.01.2006, ACT UP Philly
member and CHAMP Prevention
Justice partner Waheedah
Shabbaz quoted in a Voice of
America story on protests at the
UN High Level Meeting on AIDS.

more and better PrEP research; participated in a think tank meeting at UCLA; asked resident
science guru David Gilden to break it down for us in the May issue of our HHS Watch; and organized
a public forum with researchers and advocates in New York City to educate our community. Get
PrEP-y at our website with the full forum report: www.champnetwork.org/index.phpgname=prep.

And hats off to our colleagues at AVAC, who have put up a comprehensive info site at

www.aidsvaccineclearinghouse.org/prepwatch.htm!
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CHAMP

Prevention Justice Partnership Update

The first year of the Prevention Justice Partnership (PJP) kicked off to a roaring start. CHAMP
staff completed the first quarter trainings for four partner organizations in Idaho, Pennsylvania,
North Carolina and Texas. The two-day intensive trainings covered the basics on community
organizing and mobilization, choosing an issue campaign, and strategy development. Our
second quarter trainings will focus on strategic media for advocacy campaigns. Meanwhile,
we held our 2 month long Prevention Justice Seminar in Rhode Island, and started working on
the second annual summer Youth ACTION Institute. We are also looking forward to starting up
an additional PJP site in California later in the summer, lead by CHAMP's board chair Walt
Senterfitt and our Kiyoshi Kuromiya Scholar & New Voices Fellow Pedro Soto. Following are

brief updates from four of our partner sites:

ACT UP Austin — Core group members are
building a campaign to demand access to
condoms in Texas State Prisons. They are
targeting the Texas Sunset Commission, which is
reviewing policies governing the Department of
Corrections this year. Their campaign kicked off
on May 21st at the annual candlelight vigil at
the state capitol. A sign-on letter and a set of
recommendations were endorsed by over 50
national and Texas-based organizations, State
Representatives, and individuals.

Allies Linked for the Prevention of HIV and
AIDS/ALPHA — Members of this youthful, all-
volunteer HIV prevention group have chosen,
anissue as dear to their heart as it is meaningful
in HIV prevention -- seeking a declaration of a
public health emergency in Boise, ID to allow
legal needle exchange. Given the political
challenges in Idaho, the group is committed
to a long-term campaign, incorporating
community based harm reduction including
bleach kits availability and OD prevention.

North Carolina Harm Reduction Codlition —

Our first quarter trainings on base building and
event planning came in handy for coalition
members, who were planning a march on the
state capitol fo demand needle exchange
programs to save lives. CHAMP will continue to
work with the coadlition on amplifying the voices
of people with HIV and winning the passage of
state legislation that will create funding for
legalized needle exchange programs in North
Carolina.

ACT UP Philadelphia — While policies on
condom access in jails and public high schools
have been on the books for almost two
decades, they are not readily available to all in
need. ACT UP Philly has initiated community
oversight of these hard won polices, and
demanding safe and widespread access. In
addition to their recent work around UNGASS,
the group is working with CHAMP to document
their large network of allies and boost their
fundraising efforts.








