February 20, 2007

The Honorable Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick

The Honorable Hilda L. Solis

U.S. House of Representatives


U.S. House of Representatives

2264 Rayburn House Office Building

1414 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515



Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Donna Christian-Christensen

The Honorable Michael M. Honda

Delegate, Virgin Islands



U.S. House of Representatives

U.S. House of Representatives


1713 Longworth House Office Building

1510 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Washington, DC 20515





Dear Representatives Kilpatrick, Solis, Honda and Delegate Christian-Christensen:

We, the undersigned organizations, are concerned about the unintended consequences of implementing changes to the Minority AIDS Initiative (MAI) portion of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Modernization Act of 2006.  We understand that the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) plans to significantly delay the availability of Ryan White MAI funds until possibly August or later, which would result in a six or seven month delay in funds.  Just as troubling, HRSA is also considering changing the grant year from March 1st to when monies are made available in August or September.  A change in grant year would leave jurisdictions without the ability to use other funds to float the MAI programs until new notices of MAI grant awards are issued.  

We urge you to do whatever possible to work with the Administration to persuade it to reconsider the decision to delay the availability of funds and the change in grant year, as this will seriously jeopardize the ability of states, localities and non-profit organizations to provide uninterrupted availability of Ryan White MAI funded services.

Through a combination of formula, supplemental and MAI funds, localities are able to cobble together a comprehensive HIV/AIDS service delivery system.  Of critical importance to ensuring that services are available and access to care is not interrupted, is the reliable availability of funds.  The decision by the Administration to delay the issuance MAI funds until much later in the grant year will seriously strain the ability of Title I funded programs to provide uninterrupted availability of services.  In addition, many jurisdictions use their Minority AIDS Initiative funds to provide direct services to communities of color.  For Title I localities, whose grant year ends on February 28, 2007, a decision to delay the awarding of MAI funds until August or later will directly result in the termination of services to this population.  Clearly, this is not what was intended by Congress.

Many organizations operate on a tight shoestring budget; any interruption in funding jeopardizes many non-profits ability to function and provide services.  Lack of access to many critically needed services, such as case management, treatment adherence support, mental health or substance abuse services, will quickly spiral into a lack of adherence to HIV treatment regimens.  All this can be avoided by executing changes in the new Ryan White law in a more prudent and fiscally responsible fashion.  

We urge you to consider advocating a number of possible solutions to this problem, including (but not limited to):

· Persuading the Administration to continue distributing Minority AIDS Initiative funds based on the methodology in the 2000 CARE Act until HRSA is prepared to quickly and immediately distribute MAI funds based on changes in the new law; or

· Make the grant year for MAI effective March 1, 2007, not when HRSA chooses to issue notices of grant awards in August or September.  This will allow programs to use alternative funding sources (such as formula funds) in anticipation of being able to reimburse those alternative sources with MAI monies once they become available.

We hope you share our concern for continuity in service delivery, and urge you to do whatever you can to ensure the interrupted availability of Ryan White MAI funding.

Sincerely,

African Services Committee – New York, NY

AIDS Action Baltimore – Baltimore, MD

AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth & Families – Washington, DC

AIDS Council of Northeastern New York – Albany, NY

AIDS Foundation of Chicago – Chicago, IL

The AIDS Institute – Washington, DC

AIDS Network of Southern Wisconsin – Madison, WI

AIDS Project Los Angeles – Los Angeles, CA

AIDS-Related Community Services (ARCS) – Hawthorne, NY

AIDS Rochester – Rochester, NY

AIDS Service Center NYC – New York, NY

AIDS Treatment Data Network – New York, NY

amfAR, The Foundation for AIDS Research – Washington, DC

Association of Nutrition Services Agencies (ANSA) – Washington, DC

Baltimore City Health Department – Baltimore, MD

Bedford Stuyvesant/Crown Heights HIV Care Network – Brooklyn, NY

Boston Public Health Commission – Boston, MA

The Bridge Inc. – New York, NY

Bronx AIDS Services – Bronx, NY

Bronx HIV CARE Network – Bronx, NY

Brothers Uplifting Brothers - Merrillville, IN

Central New York HIV CARE Network – East Syracuse, NY

Central New York Health Systems Agency – East Syracuse, NY

Cicatelli Associates Inc. – New York, NY

City of Boston – Boston, MA

City of Dallas – Dallas, TX

Community Healthcare Network – New York, NY

Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP) – Providence, RI

The Family Center – New York, NY

Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies – New York, NY

Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC) – New York, NY

Grace Church Community Center – White Plains, NY

Harm Reduction Coalition – New York, NY

Harlem United – New York, NY

Health and Education Alternatives for Teens (HEAT) – Brooklyn, NY

Housing Works, Inc. – Brooklyn, NY

Human Rights Campaign – Washington, DC

Indiana Minority Health Coalition - Indianapolis, IN

Inova Juniper Program – Springfield, VA  

The Legal Aid Society – New York, NY

Legal Aid Society of Rockland County – New City, NY

Legal Services of the Hudson Valley – White Plains, NY

Liberty Research Group – Rochester, NY

Latino Commission on AIDS – New York, NY

Lower East Side Harm Reduction Center – New York, NY

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) – Washington, DC

National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA) – Washington, DC

National Association of Social Workers – Washington, DC

National Council of La Raza – Washington, DC

National Minority AIDS Council – Washington, DC

New York AIDS Coalition – New York, NY

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene – New York, NY

Open Door Family Medical Centers – Westchester County, NY

Pediatric AIDS Center at Stony Brook University – Stony Brook, NY

Perceptions for People with Disabilities – New York, NY

Planned Parenthood of New York City – New York, NY

Project Samaritan AIDS Services – Bronx, NY

Rochester Area Task Force on AIDS – Rochester, NY

Saint Elizabeth Ann's Health & Rehab Center – Staten Island, NY

Sexuality Information and Education Council of the U.S. (SIECUS) – Washington, DC

Staten Island HIV Care Network – Staten Island, NY

Support Ministries – Albany, NY

Survivors – Newburg, NY

Title II Community AIDS National Network (TII CANN) – Washington, DC

Volunteers of America / AIDS Case Management Program – Hawthorne, NY

William F. Ryan Community Health Network – New York, NY

Additional Post-Deadline Add-ons:

Alianza Dominicana – New York, NY

Austin Area Comprehensive HIV Planning Council – Austin, TX

Economic Opportunity Council of Suffolk – Patchogue, NY

Health People – Bronx, NY

Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley – Kingston, NY

